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Letters to the editor 
Welfare or Warfare 
After reading the excellent compilation of Scriptures by C. R. 
Heisey in the November 10 issue, I glanced again at the title and 
wondered whether it was intended to be "Spiritual Welfare" or 
"Spiritual Warfare ." If the latter is true, then this would be an 
example of an interesting "typographical error." 
Speaking of such errors, it reminds me of one which appeared 
in the Visitor back in 1920. This was shortly before I went to 
work at the Publishing House in August of that year, and V. L. 
Stump, the then Editor, showed it to me shortly after my arrival. 
Before the Publishing House had its own linotype, the type for 
the Visitor was set by another shop in town, and to identify the 
Visitor type a slug with the name M U R R A Y was placed at the 
head of each galley of type. (Mr. Murray was the elderly gentle-
man who owned the shop which was printing the Visitor before 
the church bought the plant.) 
When the Visitor pages were being "made up," these 
M U R R A Y slugs were always taken out—well, almost always. 
One time this slug was left in the paper, and the word, 
M U R R A Y , appeared at the head of a column—and the next line 
read: " the old man which is corrupt." Mr. Murray was still 
around and Brother Stump told me that the employee re-
sponsible for the mistake was anxious that he wouldn't see that 
issue, which, I think, is quite understandable. I have always felt 
that in a competition of interesting typographical errors, this one 
would at least receive "honorable mention." 
"Welfare" or "Warfare"? The article states that in the con-
flict, we can be "more than conquerors." That certainly implies 
"spiritual welfare." Maybe that is what is intended. Maybe I 
shouldn't have written this letter at all. 
C. W. Boyer 
Albany, N. Y. 
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From the Editor 
The title to the lead article may not be totally accurate 
but it is a phrase widely used. Certainly, it is true that the 
evangelical element within the church has a new visibility. 
Terms, such as "born again" which are associated with 
evangelical faith, have become part of the national voca-
bulary. 
The opportunities which this new visibility gives should 
not be ignored. My delight at these opportunities is tem-
pered somewhat by my fear of a new Constan-
tinianism—the popularization of the Christian faith 
and the use of the faith for national ends. 
It remains to be seen if evangelicals are sufficiently dis-
cerning to distinguish what belongs to God and what be-
longs to Caesar; if they are sufficiently biblical to take the 
Great Commission seriously—teaching all things which 
Christ commanded; if they are as discerning of the peril of 
culture as they have been of the danger of modernism. It 
remains to be seen if a strong belief in the Bible will be 
translated into a clear obedience to it. 
I am especially pleased to have the two articles which 
appear on pages ten and eleven by Dr. Morris Sider and 
Dr. Henry A. Ginder. These articles, written by respected 
churchmen, help us to see ourselves as a denomination and 
to discover qualities of life which should cause us to feel 
good. There are times for brotherly examination. There 
are times of affirmation. These two articles contribute to 
the latter. 
The contributors on page sixteen: Wesley C. Smeal is 
pastor of the Colyer Brethren in Christ Church. John A. 
Climenhaga served the brotherhood with a wide and long 
ministry as teacher, pastor, and missionary. The poem was 
made available by his widow, Mary Hess Climenhaga. 
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Editorial 
Keeping the Fire Tended 
M Y EARLIER YEARS were lived in settings where a 
wood or coal burning heater was our source of heat. These 
heaters had certain advantages—on a cold night they con-
tributed greatly to family togetherness in a way that cen-
tral heating does not and fireplaces seek to recapture. 
But these heaters had disadvantages. They were not 
automatic. One needed to occasionally shake the grate, 
often stir the fire, and constantly add wood or coal. 
Early in my life I had acquired a love for reading. If my 
parents were away for the evening I could happily spend a 
winter's evening seated, with my book, near the heater. It 
was not uncommon for my parents, upon their return, to 
find me very close to the heater with the fire almost burned 
out. 
Absorbed by the contents of the book I would forget to 
care for the fire. As the fire burnt lower I would move 
closer, until I was almost against the stove which no longer 
was providing much heat. 
My experience with that hand-fed heater is a parable of 
our Christian lives. We need to keep the fire tended. Else, 
it will burn low and indeed go out. It follows, that on occa-
sion we need to check the fire. 
Engrossed in our secular duties and religious activities, 
pressured by the world and our own desires, we neglect the 
tending of the inner life. We are unaware that we have 
grown cold. We need to feed the fire, stir the embers, and 
at times shake the grate. 
Recently I was introduced to John Wesley's order of 
worship for a New Year's examination service. This he 
had prepared to be observed by his classmeetings. This 
service of examination and dedication and worship was in 
the Anglican (Church of England) tradition. I suspect the 
liturgy would need some modification to be meaningful to 
us. I refer to it here because of its timing, its purpose, and 
its method. 
We often speak facetiously about the new year and the 
resolves we make. But John Wesley saw the new year as an 
opportunity to take spiritual inventory and examine the 
state of spiritual affairs. This needs to happen in our lives. 
It may be a retreat, a campmeeting, a revival service, or a 
traumatic experience where this examination takes place. 
It may well be the beginning of a new year. 
Wesley's concern for the holy life did not disappear with 
Aldersgate. He found an inner source unknown before, but 
the disciplines necessary were to be cultivated. These dis-
ciplines he sought to instill in the converts to Methodism. 
The service of examination and worship was one of these 
occasions. 
One of the parts of that service which I found of interest 
was John Wesley's emphasis upon confession. Confession 
of sin was a part of the ritual. I found this of interest 
because I did not associate this ritual with Wesley's theo-
logy. Certainly, I was prepared for repentance and confes-
sion to be the necessary response to an awareness of sin. 
What I was not prepared for was the inclusion of this in a 
corporate ritual to be made a deliberate part of a planned 
service. 
It is not my purpose to begin a dialogue on Wesleyan 
theology but rather to point out Wesley's assumption that 
we need to take care of our spiritual fires consciously and 
deliberately. "Examine yourselves, to see whether you are 
holding to your faith" (II Corinthians 13:5). If such an 
examination reveals sin, confession is the order of the day. 
Let us not allow our theology to stand in the way of our 
need for confession and repentance. 
Now back to tending the fire— 
Our spiritual life needs to be constantly nurtured and 
fed. The disciplines of worship, fellowship, Bible study, 
prayer, and Christian reading are essential elements in 
keeping the fires burning. It is difficult to maintain a 
warm, glowing spiritual life if any one of these elements is 
neglected. 
In the pressures of our schedules it is easy for these dis-
ciplines to be neglected. No dramatic event results from 
this neglect, just the slow dying of the fire, with joy and 
peace and love among the casualties. 
Occasionally we must stir the fire to renew its vigor and 
life. Just such occasions need to be part of the Christian 
discipline. We can easily equate activity with spiritual life. 
If we are busy in the life of the church—teaching, sewing, 
singing, administering—we surely must be devoted Chris-
tians. Obviously, there is a correlation between spiritual 
life and service, but they are not the same. It is possible, 
for activity to be a substitute for devotion and a means of 
drowning the cry of the heart. 
There is the need to examine our motives and our 
devotion, our priorities and our loyalties. What is it that 
we really love? Is ours the single eye and the undivided 
heart. The Danish theologian Soren Kierkegaard stated 
that "purity of heart is to will one thing." Jesus said that 
we are to love God with all one's heart, soul, mind and 
strength and to seek first the kingdom of God. 
The peril for the Christian lies not so much in the for-
bidden areas of life—although when the fire dies down 
these become real perils—but rather in the necessary and 
legitimate elements of life. Those things which are needful 
tend to come before the kingdom. We seek first "all these 
other things" and hope to have the kingdom of Heaven 
added. 
The warmth and life of our spiritual fire will be governed 
by our relationships with others. Are there those you 
would just as soon not meet? Are you carrying around an 
unkind attitude towards another person? Is there need to 
straighten out a relationship—apologize or confess? It is 
clear from Scripture that there is a direct and inescapable 
relationship between our relationship to others and our 
relationship with God. Jesus said, "First be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and offer your gift" (Mat-
thew 5:24). 
Maintain the disciplines of Christian devotion, examine 
the priorities and loyalties by which we really govern our 
lives, look carefully at our relations with others—family, 
congregation, neighbors, and fellow-employees, and 
despise not confession of sin when we find it. 
He that does these things will keep the fire burning. 
January 10,1977 3 
1976-The Year of the Evangelical 
Religion in Review 
Norman B. Rohrer 
W H I L E planet earth looped the sun 
in 1976, 71,000,000 new travelers 
came aboard the "space ship" hi-
jacked by the Prince of Darkness; 
baby number 4,000,000,000 was born 
on March 28, and radio telescopes 
scanning a trillion stars in four gala-
xies evidenced that we were uni-
versally alone. 
U.S. citizens (50 million over 18 
"born again") voted on three evan-
gelical Presidential candidates (Ford, 
Reagan, Carter) and sent to the White 
House a Southern Baptist deacon and 
Sunday school teacher in their Bicen-
tennial year. 
Pollsters discovered that the most 
understated demographic reality in the 
U.S. was the huge number (34 per-
cent) of evangelical Protestants, mak-
ing 1976 decidedly " the Year of the 
Evangelical." 
Membersh ip in religious bodies 
stood at 132,287,450; a downward 
trend in church attendance among 
young people leveled off; black market 
babies went as high as $50,000; world 
urbanizat ion produced armies of 
abandoned children (1.8 million in the 
U.S. unattended after school and 8 
million without parental care during 
daytime hours); 1 million teen runa-
ways located were but " the tip of the 
iceberg" in the U.S. which was Gal-
lup-polled as the " m o s t religious 
nation." 
Trends 
Pennsylvania ' s Supreme Cour t 
struck down a 184-year-old state law 
and made adultery no longer a civil 
offense; medical researchers patented 
a sperm separation assuring mothers 
of a male offspring and thus hoping to 
lower the global birth rate; serious 
crime rose 3 percent in the U.S.; and 
This annual feature is provided by the Evan-gelical Press Association of which the Evangeli-
cal Visitor is a member and Norman Rohrer is Director. 
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do-it-yourself abortion with a gel 
made murder-at-home easy. 
The majority approved "right-to-
die" documents; a New Jersey court 
said nonsectarian hospitals could not 
refuse abortion; more Americans were 
killed in 1976 than died on Vietnam 
battlefields in a decade. 
A m e r i c a ' s " c o m p a s s i o n a t e , 
Christian" spirit was seen declining as 
joblessness fostered "divorce, al-
coholism, child abuse, mental illness, 
suicide, and loss of personal pride and 
dignity," according to a labor union 
leader. A new firm offered a $650 
burial at sea for ecology-minded citi-
zens. Kentucky removed references to 
race on marriage license forms and the 
Department of Agriculture no longer 
required employes to state their reli-
gion in visas. 
Denominations 
Ministers served the Church in 
creative ways, curbed by a 15 percent 
drop in giving, while reaching out to 
80 million unchurched in the U.S.—20 
million of them embracing fringe reli-
gious cults. Clergymen saw a church 
destroyed or damaged by fire every 
five hours, were grieved by wide-
spread theological ignorance, ad-
justed increasingly to women's ordi-
nation, led congregations that were 
still largely segregated and in one city 
teamed up to sink a geo-thermal well 
to share the heat. 
The 8,930,581 Lutherans and 48,-
881,872 Roman Catholics in the U.S. 
moved closer to a "common state-
m e n t " on papal infallibility and 
Catholics gave serious consideration 
to accepting the 1530 Augsburg Con-
fession and lifting the 450-year ex-
communication of Martin Luther. 
The 2.8-million-member Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod suffered con-
tinued attrition over doctrinal differ-
ences and destroyed pulpit and altar 
fellowship with the American Lu-
theran Church. 
United Methodist delegates to the 
'76 General Conference were praised 
for listening to the grass roots, warned 
against nation worship, reminded that 
the Rhodesian struggle was a "right-
eous war," and introduced to an alter-
nate worship order. 
Charismatic leaders met to heal a 
breach. Their champion, David Du-
Plessis, lauded papal infallibility be-
cause, he said, a papal decree fostered 
spiritual renewal in Catholicism. 
The pomp and ceremony of the mid-
year 41st Eucharistic Congress in Phil-
adelphia drew 400,000 Catholics and 
was rated by some as the year's num-
ber one religious story. 
The National Council of Communi-
ty Churches made plans to become the 
10th denominational member of the 
C o n s u l t a t i o n on C h u r c h Union 
(COCU); "gays" were granted in-
creasing acceptance, and the 3.1-mil-
lion-member United Church of Christ 
reopened merger talks with the 1.8-
mill ion-member Christ ian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). 
32.9 million Baptists witnessed for 
Christ on every continent, eased seg-
regation and remained autonomous. 
S o u t h e r n P r e s b y t e r i a n s 
(Presbyterian Church in the U.S.) and 
the United Presbyterian Church will 
one day be united, said a UP spokes-
man to the applause of his P C U S 
brethren. United Presbyterians gave 
$474,603,596 the year before, an in-
crease of $32 million, while member-
ship dropped by 65,565 to 2,665,973. 
Southern Presbyterians lost 13,017 
(1.45 percent) the year earlier. 
Reformed Church in America's 
"possibility thinker" Robert H. Schul-
ler in Garden Grove, California, un-
veiled a model of his $10 million glass 
ca thed ra l a -bui ld ing . A p lanned 
merger of the Methodist, Presby-
terian and Congregational Churches 
into the Uniting Church of Australia 
was approved. The GARBC relocated 
in Chicago suburb Schaumburg, Illi-
nois. Primitive Methodists labeled the 
ecumenical movement "ev i l " and 
Evangelical Visitor 
tongues "unbiblical." The Assem-
blies of God opened 257 new churches 
the year before. Evangelicals every-
where took sides in the "Battle for the 
Bible" after Dr. Harold Lindsell's 
book by that title appeared insisting 
on inerrancy views of Holy Scripture. 
Evangelicals insisted in 1976 that they, 
as well as Roman Catholics, were anti-
abortionists. 
Education 
Prayer in public schools remained a 
hot issue. The American Civil Liber-
ties Union fought hard against them, 
but silent or verbal prayers in schools 
were made legal in New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Virginia and Maine. 
Measures permitting prayer were ad-
vanced in Florida and Michigan and 
the U.S. Supreme Court rejected with-
out comment an appeal of a decision 
by the Fourth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals which upheld released-time reli-
gious instruction in Harrisonburg, 
Va., schools. The national mood 
decidedly shifted toward allowing 
prayer in public schools. 
Private schools flourished. Vermont 
allowed parents to send children to an 
u n a c c r e d i t e d C h r i s t i a n s c h o o l ; 
Colorado science teachers in Boulder 
were released from required teaching 
of Creation alongside Evolution. En-
rollment in secular colleges dropped 1 
percent while rising to record num-
bers in Christian colleges even though 
costs jumped 8.3 percent over the 
1973-74 period (public school expendi-
tures increased 12.5 percent). 
New Jersey parents, backed by 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, halted federally 
funded Transcendental Meditation 
(TM) programs in public schools. 
Congressman John B. Conlan's bill 
prohibit ing federal funds for the 
promotion of secular humanism in 
specified areas of education passed 
222-174. 
Busing, taxation, sex education, 
liberality in textbooks and violence 
were also big issues in education. 
Declared bankruptcies among college 
graduates with federal loans in-
creased by 23 percent. Some were 
legitimate, many were phony. 
Evangelism 
"Here 's Life America," a media 
evangelistic blitz, was launched by 
Campus Crusade for Christ toward a 
goal of saturating 225 major cities and 
some 5,000 smaller urban areas. Bill-
boards proclaimed "I found it!" and 
telephone volunteers told callers, 
"You can find it too—new life in Jesus 
Christ!" The death of seven Crusade 
workers in a July flood at Loveland, 
Colorado, also spurred a national 
evangelistic outreach through news-
paper ads. 
Billy Graham held crusades in Seat-
tle, San Diego and Pontiac, and said 
he expects to preach in Cairo in 1977. 
3,500 young people from 55 countries 
ministered to 9,000 international 
Olympic athletes through Aide Olym-
pique Chretienne in Montreal; 22,100 
gathered for Leighton Ford's "Reach-
out" in North Carolina; 50,000 made 
Christival Europe's largest Christian 
youth congress; and more than 10,000 
young Christians converged on Lake 
Buena Vista, Florida, for "Jesus '76." 
Jews for Jesus continued their con-
frontations at airports and sidewalks 
in major cities. Youth With a Mission 
sponsored "The Spirit in '76" at Phil-
adelphia; the 48-member Lausanne 
Committee for World Evangelization 
voted to concentrate on being a 
"stimulus and catalyst" to promote 
evangelism among more than two-
thirds of the world's population yet 
unreached. 
Evangelist Hans Mulikin started 
crawling to the capital from Texas to 
call America to God; telephone min-
istries expanded; disciples of Jesus 
Christ agreed that America's Bicen-
tennial was a choice year for making 
the gospel known. 
Missions 
The cloud of state interference over-
shadowed U.S. missionary enterprise 
when the Central Intelligence Agency 
admitted gathering information from 
Americans abroad, but the church 
rolled on relentlessly in pursuit of 
2,700,000,000 people who remained 
ignorant of Jesus Christ. 
In Africa, Uganda Bishop Festo 
Kivengere of African Enterprise shat-
tered tradition when invited to preach 
in a mosque; Rhodesian church lead-
ers met to discuss their role in the 
white-black struggle for control; Ni-
geria cancelled its linguistic contracts 
with Wycliffe Bible Translators, join-
ing Peru and Nepal in seeking in-
digenous commitment instead. 
Missionaries were forced out of 
Lebanon by civil war, were threatened 
by ouster from Pakistan by Muslims 
and received a cool reception in Laos. 
Relief efforts were welcomed in 
Guatemala, Haiti, Italy and India and 
Baptist churches in Sierra Leone and 
the Cameroons boldly announced they 
would welcome more white mission-
aries and financial aid from the West 
for evangelistic outreach. 
England was labeled a mission field 
by a Third World Christian. 5,350 
made public decisions in Luis Palau's 
8-city Mexico crusade, plus thou-
sands more in Argentina and Para-
guay; 250,000 in Timor heard W. 
Stanley Mooneyham in a World Vi-
sion crusade; more positions were 
open for workers around the world 
than could be filled by recruits. 
Only 20 democracies were left in the 
world in 1976, and the flame of free-
dom in many lands flickered low. 
Publishing 
Postal hikes killed a few periodi-
cals, but failed to stop the thriving 
evangelical publishing combine. Scrip-
ture distribution figures stood at 303.4 
million; the first new translation of the 
to page thirteen 




we Brethren in Christ 
(The radio voice of the 
Brethren in Christ) 
The control room of the studio at the Brethren in Christ office in Bula-
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llizwi emsakazweni weBrethren in Christ Church AMAGUGU EVANGELI P.O. Box 711 Bulawayo Rhodesia 
R A D I O is that twentieth century marvel of communi-
cation, the way of talking to thousands and yet speaking 
intimately with the individual listener. It is the NOW way 
of communicating an idea. 
The message of Christ is a message of love, hope, and 
redemption. It is a message that must be communicated to 
the multitudes and to the individuals by all means that are 
available, and this includes radio. 
The coming of Trans World Radio to Swaziland about 
two years ago has opened doors to missionary radio in 
Southern Africa. The Brethren in Christ Church in Rho-
desia was able to make use of this opportunity. This was 
made financially possible by a grant from the profits of our 
bookstore, the Matopo Book Centre in Bulawayo. Using 
these funds, a studio was set up and equipped, and plans 
were made to produce two thirty-minute programs a week 
in the Ndebele language. 
A radio workshop was held in January, 1975, con-
ducted by David Carlson from TWR to give training to 
people who would be involved in the production of the 
program. A committee was chosen and producers selected. 
A church-wide contest was held to choose a name for the 
new radio program. The name chosen was AMAGUGU 
EVANGELI (meaning literally "precious things of the 
Gospel" or Gospel Gems). As there are no gospel records 
in Ndebele, it was necessary to arrange for music to be 
prepared and recorded for use in the broadcasts. The first 
program was broadcast on July 4, 1975, and following that 
every Tuesday and Friday evening since then. These have 
also been repeated in the mornings since April. 
The format of the Tuesday program is geared especially 
to the encouragement of the Christian listeners. In it there 
is a Bible study, the reading of a continued story (Pil-
grim's Progress has been used) and a panel answering 
questions that deal with practical Christian living sent in 
by listeners. This is tied into an attractive package by ap-
propriate announcements and music. The programs for the 
Friday broadcasts are organized to appeal to particular 
age groups. In each month there is a men's program as 
well as one for youth, women, and children. If a month has 
five Fridays, on the fifth Friday there is a special musical 
program. These broadcasts are as varied as the ideas of the 
producers, ranging from regular church-type programs to 
panel discussions, dramas and interviews. 
The production staff is made up of over 20 people who 
regularly arrange time from their busy schedules to use 
6 Evangelical Visitor 
Far East Broadcasting Associates (India) 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter are Brethren in Christ missionaries working 
with FEB A in Bangalore, India. Leoda has a shortwave radio program en-
titled "Keyboard Melodies." Listeners respond to Christian shortwave 
radio like this: 
"I am a regular listener to all the Hindi programs broadcast by FEBA. 
Sometimes due to some reason or other, I am unable to listen to these 
programs and then I feel very sorry and get the feeling as if I have forgotten 
to do something very important today! Whatever it may be, accept my 
heartfelt thanks for presenting such an interesting program for the spiritual 
uplift of us all."—Ranchi, Bihar 
"Our family is surrounded by Hindus and Muslims from all four sides. 
We live in a remote village which is 16 miles away from the nearest town 
and so cannot go to church, because the road is very bad and not fit for 
transportation. The only means of transportation is a bullock cart. And for 
this reason my spirit remains very sad. The only satisfaction is your radio 
program, which we hear in the mornings and evenings. I praise and thank 
God with all my heart for this provision and my earnest prayer and 'ambi-
tion' is that the name of Jesus might be spread as fast as pos-
sible."—Arrah, Bihar 
Matopo Book Centre 
this means to expand Christ's king-
dom. Their regular jobs may be in 
classroom, the office, the factory or 
the pulpit. Some have the responsibili-
ty of being producers while others are 
involved as contributors of various 
kinds. 
The responsibility of tying this all 
together, seeing that the recording is 
of acceptable technical standard and 
that the deadlines for posting the tapes 
to TWR in Swaziland have been met 
falls to the director and his assistant. 
Both of these do their radio work as an 
extra to their regular assignment. The 
director is Robert Mann whose pri-
mary assignment is Field Secretary for 
Rhodesia. He is the only missionary 
presently working in this radio min-
istry. Edgar Ndlovu is the assistant 
director. His primary assignment is 
teaching Scripture classes in 20 public 
schools in Bulawayo. This includes 
teaching over a thousand children 
during a regular period in the school 
schedule each week. His work in the 
radio ministry involves general admin-
istration and he carries the main re-
sponsibility of recording and editing 
the final tapes. 
The program is beamed by short 
wave into Central Africa from the 
transmitter in Swaziland. As Ndebele 
is a dialect of Zulu, it can be under-
stood by some people outside Rho-
desia. There has been letter response 
from all neighboring countries (Zam-
bia, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique 
and South Africa) as well as most 
parts of Rhodesia. Many of the let-
ters from Rhodesia are from rural 
areas with very few from the cities. 
The reason for this is that in the main 
cities, there is good AM and FM 
reception from the Rhodesia Broad-
casting Corporation. People in the 
towns do not bother with short wave 
and thus do not pick up the broad-
casts. Those in the country beyond the 
AM and FM reception areas regu-
larly use short wave and thus stumble 
onto the broadcasts, or know about it 
and plan to listen in. 
The aim of the programing is to 
present the message of Christ as rele-
vant to this age. It is our prayer that 
some may learn to know Christ as 
their Savior and that this ministry 
may be a means of helping many to an 
understanding of sound doctrine and 
be encouraged to continue their Chris-
tian walk. 
With the opening of the new school 
year in January, our very busy season 
commences here at the Matopo Book 
Centre. The wholesale department 
begins the busy season in December 
when they begin to fill school orders 
for the over 500 African schools and 
councils which are some of Matopo 
Book Centre's customers. These 
months require extra help, which con-
sists of 12 to 14 African young men 
who have just completed the equiv-
alent of four years of high school. 
In the retail department, what a joy 
The beginning of the new year is a 
time of challenge to many people—a 
time of trying to improve where they 
are conscious of their faults, a time to 
start doing something thoughtful for 
neighbors and friends, a time to re-
place a bad habit with a good one. 
Some people say they have no time for 
New Year's Resolutions. That is, they 
don't believe in making them. There 
may be several reasons for this. Some 
may not be willing to discipline them-
selves enough to make an improve-
ment. Others have made so many 
resolutions at the beginning of the year 
and broken them that they have be-
come discouraged. And still others 
may have no desire to improve their 
ways and habits. 
S o m e people try to improve 
themselves without God's help. Many 
times such resolutions end in failure. 
But as people realize their depend-
ence upon God, with determination, 
improvements can be made in their 
lives and their relationships with one 
to be able to recommend the best in 
good Christian reading. I'm continu-
ing to enjoy the customer contacts. 
What are the customers saying about 
MBC? Here are several remarks: 
One lady to another: "We come in 
here . . . we're always late for work 
. . . there's so many things to see. It's 
so lovely in here, even the at-
mosphere." 
An Indian boy (about 10): "I 




The beginning of a new year should 
be a time of taking a new grasp on life 
and leaving the past year in the past. 
The Apostle Paul said, . . Forget-
ting those things which are behind and 
reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I PRESS . . ." This does 
not mean a forgetting of our uncon-
fessed sins, if we have any, or the past 
mercies God has given us, but it does 
mean we should not be content with 
our Christian lives as they are. We 
should reach out for bigger and better 
goals for the coming year. Again 
referring to the writings of the Apostle 
Paul, he compares the Christian life to 
a race. Those who run in a race push 
forward as fast as they can to the very 
end without looking out and pushing 
forward with more holy desires, more 
efficient service and an enlarged vision 
of what we can do for God. 
—Edna M. Switzer 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia 
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MCC—Self Help in Kenya 
Poles, Pails, and Windmills 
A B D I OMAR, a farmer in north-
east Kenya, was unable to get a loan 
from a government finance corpora-
tion to purchase a pump so that he 
could irrigate his one-acre plot. But he 
was determined to farm the plot, so he 
devised his own irrigation system 
which makes it possible for him to irri-
gate the entire plot in three or four 
hours a day. 
Called a shadoof, Abdi Omar's 
irrigation system works from a small 
platform that he constructed above the 
Tana River, which flows through this 
dry region in northeast Kenya. The 
mechanism consists of a long thin pole 
balanced on a swivel with a large pail 
at one end and a counterweight 
fastened to the other. 
The operator stands on the plat-
form, dips the pail into the river, lifts it 
and swivels it around to dump the 
water into an irrigation ditch. The en-
tire mechanism costs about $60. 
The shadoof is simple, inexpensive 
and locally made, all important fac-
tors in bringing about successful in-
novation in the area, according to 
Steve Elzinga, Mennonite Central 
Committee volunteer who works for 
the Kenyan Ministry of Agriculture as 
an advisor in Garissa. 
"Among individual farmers, Abdi 
Omar must rank as the most indus-
trious," Elzinga writes. In a period 
from March to September of this year, 
his total income was around $950 and 
his profit added up to $235. On his one 
acre plot, Abdi Omar employs seven 
workmen and supports his own family. 
Elzinga's work in the Garissa area is 
with Somali people, who have tradi-
tionally followed their cattle herds in a 
nomadic life across sections of Kenya, 
Ethiopia and Somalia. Now national 
boundaries inhibit their wandering, 
and a drought in the early 1970's killed 
many of their cattle. As advisor with 
the Kenya Ministry of Agriculture, 
Elzinga has spent a great deal of his 
time working with community farms 
or shambas, that introduced farming 
to the people. 
In spite of the river flowing through 
the region, farming is made difficult by 
the dry climate and the problems of 
irrigation. The shamba at Garissa and 
other farms in outlying areas have de-
pended on pumps to supply them with 
water. However, the pumps cannot 
supply water in sufficient quantity to 
irrigate both the community farm and 
the members' individual plots that sur-
round it. In addition, pumps tend to 
break down and there is no one on the 
farms trained to repair them. 
Recently Elzinga and his colleagues 
have worked to introduce windmills to 
bring water from the river to the 
farms. A small, clothsailed windmill 
developed at the University of Nairobi 
and financed by the National Chris-
tian Council of Kenya was brought to 
Garissa in June. Elzinga reports that 
windmills are desirable because they 
are nearly maintenance free with no 
fuel costs. In addition, the constant 
wind of the northeast part of Kenya 
makes 24-hour pumping of water a 
possibility. 
Pumps or windmills are not accessi-
ble to many individual beginning 
farmers because of costs. For this 
reason, Elzinga is optimistic that Abdi 
Omar's innovation will open farming 
to many who previously could not 
afford the initial cost. "Already 
several small plots next to Abdi's have 
begun using shadoofs following his ex-
ample," he writes. 
With the amount of evident interest, 
the Ministry of Agriculture applied to 
Oxfam for funds to provide loans to 
farmers wanting to begin farming with 
a shadoof. When a farmer has cleared 
a plot by the river, he will come to the 
Ministry of Agriculture to apply for a 
loan. If he is accepted the Ministry 
will give Abdi $60 to build him a 
shadoof He must repay the loan in 
one year, and the funds will be used to 
finance more shadoofs. 
"Abdi estimates there are twenty 
people waiting for a.shadoof," Elzinga 
writes. As with many of the other in-
dividual farmers, Abdi received his 
training at the community shamba in 
Garissa. 
Elzinga says that the Ministry of 
Agriculture also hopes to make cloth-
sail windmills available on a loan 
basis. The cloth-sail mill presently 
operating can irrigate a three-acre 
plot. MCC has recently allocated 
funds for production of another cloth-
sail windmill. Abdi Omar plans to buy 
this mill to expand his own plot. 
— M C C Release 
A cloth-sail windmill at Garissa, Kenya. 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
Brethren in Christ 
Mission Church 
and Extension Church 
Pastors 
As its awareness grew, the brotherhood's vision led it to new wit-
ness in new areas. In 1878 the General Council was called to share in 
the expanding witness to Kansas; in 1885 to Michigan; in 1886 to 
Ontario; 1887 in Ohio; in 1892 to Arizona. For a period, our vision 
took us into isolated communities in the mountains of Pennsylvania and 
into Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. In another direction, there was 
an active vision for city missions. Present strategy includes the planting 
of new churches a little beyond clusters of Brethren in Christ congre-
gations. 
Records beginning with 1918 of the Home Mission Board's assist-
ance to congregations show that about 100 units have received aid from 
the brotherhood, including both financial and administrative assist-
ance. More than 40% of present Brethren in Christ congregations have 
had a history of brotherhood assistance through the Board. The growth 
of the church during the first half of the twentieth century was sig-
nificantly dependent upon this missions activity. 
Mission Church & Extension Church Pastors 
Living servants of the church who have provided leadership in mission church or 
extension church pastorates: 
Charles and Ruth Ankney 1974- Lome and Jeanne Lichty 1967-70 
Marshall and Dorothy Baker 1957-67 Ronald and Marjorie Lofthouse 1952-55; 1957; 1958; 
Abraham and Elizabeth Becker 1972-74 1962-70; 1975-Maurice and Eloise Bender 1960-74 Cecil F. and Myrle Loney 1968-76 Wilbur and Jane Benner 1975-76 Kevin and Candy Longenecker 1976-William and Marilyn Berry 1961-69 Gary and Mabel Lyons 1956-68 Jerel and Frances Book 1975- William H. and Louise Martin 1968-
Thomas and Hannah Bouch 1969- Cecil and Leah Maurer 1965-67 
Harold and Catherine Bowers 1961-68 Rodger and Carolyn McCann 1974-
Allen and Frances Brubaker 1929-36; 1938-44; 1969- Steven and Anita Mcllveen 1974-Arthur and Ethel Brubaker 1964-69 Richard and Mary Mender 1973-74 
Clarence and Mary Ann Brubaker 1975- Earl and Audrey Miller 1972-Milford and Ella Brubaker 1961-64; 1967- Gaylerd and Marlene Miller 1960-67 John Arthur and Eva Brubaker 1963-70 Nelson W. and Betty Miller 1960-68 
Amos and Alice Buckwalter 1941-43; 1976- Maurice and Mabel Moore 1956-73 David P. and Loa Buckwalter 1970- Ross and Betty Morningstar 1938-40; 1942-43; 1949-Gene and Charlene Burns 1976- Samuel K. and Sarah Oldham 1970-74 
Eldon and Marilyn Byer 1965-73 Irving and Peggy Parker 1973-
Norman and Muriel Channel 1973- Kenneth and Charlotte Reid 1972-
Leonard and Ruth Ann Chester 1966-69 Howard and Jennie Rensberry 1973-
Robert and Darlene Climenhaga 1971-75 Harry Lee and Jeannetta Ritchey 1972-
Tyrus and Alice Cobb 1959- John and Ruth Schock 1951-65; 1972-75 
I. Raymond and Ruth Conner 1954-67 Robert and June Shanklin 1976-
Art and Elda Cooper 1954-55; 1960- Dale and Ann Marie Shaw 1975-
Elam and Helen Dohner 1949-57; 1963- Douglas and Charlotte Sider 1973-
Ernest and Ruth Dohner 1965- Paul and Heidi Smucker 1970-75 Frank and Gertrude Dutcher 1975-76 Avery, Jr., and Dena Sollenberger 1964-68 
DeWitt and Lois Engle 1968-70; 1973-74 Barton and Mildred Starr 1975-
William and Ada Fetrow 1974- Melvin and Evangeline Stauffer 1937-42; 1969-
Samuel and Mary Sue Fisher 1973- Larry and Reta Steffee 1968-
Grafton and Grace Forbes 1976- Aaron H. and Martha Stern 1968-75 
Calvin B. and Josephine Fulton 1961-69 Amos K. and Verna Stern 1967-68 
Edgar and Anna Giles 1945-50; 1955-56; 1959; Hubert L. and Evangeline Stern 1964-66; 1969-72 
1963-64; 1968; 1974- J. Andrew and Anita Stoner 1970-73 
Ethan and Elizabeth Gramm 1964-67 John K. and Janet Stoner 1968-75 
Edward and Ruth Hackman 1950-51; 1955-61 Larry and Melba Strouse 1962-68; 1969-74 
Calvin and Ann Hamblin 1976- William and Maxine Swartz 1965-75 
J . Allan and Anna Heise 1959-70; 1970-72 W. Rupert and Arlene Turman 1953-59; 1963-69; 1973-76 
Ohmer U. and Rozella Herr 1961- Howard and Delia Tyrrell 1970-71 
Atlee and Janet Hershberger 1953; 1955-57; 1961; Marion and Alice Walker 1950-52; 1956-70 
1968-73; 1974- LeRoy and Cora Walters 1939-42; 1960-63; 1971-75 
Allen and Anieta Hopper 1975- J. Ralph Wenger 1968-74 
Harold and Carolyn Jackson 1974- Orvin, Jr., and Colleene White 1959-62; 1966-
Dale and Mary Jennings 1969-70 Gerald and Lucille Wingert 1952-58; 1966-74 
Russell and Marie Jennings 1969-70 L. Eugene and Darlene Wingert 1966-70 
Marvin and Miriam Keller 1972- Harold and Alice Wolgemuth 1939-47; 1949; 1953-57; 
George and Sara Kipe 1944-52; 1961-68 1968-72; 1973-74 
Samuel and Lois Lady 1928-33; 1955-56; 1971-72 Jerry Zook 1971-73 
Walter and Mildred Lehman 1967-70 
B R E T H R E N IN C H R I S T M I S S I O N S 
Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 • R. 1, Stevensville, ONT LOS 1S0 
Brethren in Christ Missions Directory 
First Quarter 1977 
M I S S I O N S 
Rhodesia 
Bishop's Office: P.O. Box 711, Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia, Africa 
Edna M. Switzer 
Loraine Buckwalter (Mpilo Hospital Mid-
wifery School) 
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 223, Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia, Africa 
Robert and Carolyn Mann 
Bible Institute Extension Centre: P.B. 
M-5218, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute: P.B. M-5218, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Luke and Martha Keefer 
Eva Mae Melhorn 
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 1219, Bula-
wayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Lewis and Gladys Sider* 
Matopo Book Centre: P.O. Box 554, Bula-
wayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Phyllis Engle* 
Esther Hennigh* 
Elwyn and Meredyth Hock 
Matopo Secondary School: Private Bag 
T-5391, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Dorothy M. Martin 
Lois Jean Sider 
John Snyder* 
Mtshabezl Mission: Private Bag M-5216, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 





Mtshabezl Mission Hospital: Private Bag 
M-5211, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman 
Karen Buckwalter* 
Mtshabezl Teachers College: Private Bag 
M-5212, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
George and Ethel Bundy 
Wanezl Mission: Private Bag S-5367, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Carl and Winifred Knepper 
Mildred Myers 
Donald and Dorothy Potteiger 
Sharon Weisser 
Youngways Hostel (for missionary 
chi ldren): 40 Leander Avenue, Hillside, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Edward and Nancy Sider* 
Zambia 
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box 
115, Choma, Zambia, Africa 
H. Frank and Blanche Kipe 
Velma Brillinger 
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 2184, Lusaka, 
Zambia, Africa 
Ira and Miriam Stern 
Choma Bookroom: P.O. Box 198, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Choma Secondary School: P.O. Box 92, 
Choma, Zambia, A frica 
Kenneth and Elva Bulgrien 
Eunice Bert* 
Dennis Colwell* 
Mary Olive Lady 
Dennis Myers* 
Mark and Lucille Wolgemuth* 




Macha Mission: Private Bag 11xc, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Levi and Sandra Brubaker 
Macha Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 340, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 






Walter and Evalyn Long* 
Eileen Sherk* 
John and Esther Spurrier* 
Philip and Elaine Thuma* 
Macha Secondary School: Private Bag 15xc 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Nathan and Catherine Bert* 
Robert Brubaker* 
Edith Miller 
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173, Choma 
Zambia, Africa 
Chester and Mildred Sollenberger* 
Slkalongo Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Fannie Longenecker 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe 
Slkalongo Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Mary E. Heisey 
Dale and Linda Winger* 
India 
Banmankhl Mission: P.O. Banmankhi, N.E. 
Railway, District Purnea, Bihar, India 854-
202 
No resident missionary 
Madhipura Mission: P.O. Madhipura, N.E. 
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India 
852-113 
Henry and Edna Kreider 
Leora Yoder 
Purnea Mission: P.O. Box 6, Purnea, Dt. 
Purnea, Bihar, India 854-301 
No resident missionary 
Other Ministr ies—India: 
FEB A: 7, Commissariat Road, Bangalore, 
India 560-025 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter 
Allahabad Bible Seminary, 20 Stanley 
Road, Allahabad U.P., India 211-002 
William and Mary Hoke 
Japan 
Super intendent 's Residence: 309-15, 4 
Chome, Hana-Koganei, Kodaira, Tokyo, 
Japan 187 
John and Lucille Graybill 
Beth Bearss* 
Cho shoji, Nishiichi, Toyota Cho, Toyoura 
Gun, Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan 750-04 
Marlin and Ruth Zook 
Nicaragua 
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A. 
Bert and Marian Sider 
Apartado 4663, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A. 
Charles and Cara Musser 
M I S S I O N A R I E S ON FURLOUGH 
Earl and Lois Hess, 307 East Morrison 
St., Wilmore, KY 40390 
Ellen Hoover, c /o Alvin Hoover, R. D. 5, 
Abilene, KS 67410 
Jacob and Nancy Shenk, R. D. 3, Elizabeth-
town, PA 17022 
Joseph and Marietta Smith, 2026 N. Broad 
St., Philadelphia, PA 19121 
M I S S I O N S 
Canada 
Montreal Lake Children's Home 
Timber Bay, Sask. S0J 2T0 
Ron and Gayle Bowman 
Joan Cambridge* 






Weldon and Elaine Parsons 




Bronx (Fellowship Chapel) 
246 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10457 
Alvin and Thata Book 
Ruth A. Long* 
Spring Lake Retreat 
R. R. 1, Box 361, Wurtsboro, N. Y. 12790 
Wayne and Kathy Steffee* 
Samuel and Cora Bert* 
Labish Village, Salem, Ore. 
4383 Dover Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303 
Leon Burkholder* 
New Mexico (Navajo Mission) 
Bloomfield, N. M. 87413 
Marion and Rachel Heisey 





Anna Marie Hoover 
Bryan and Joyce Lady* 
Edith Merkey* 
June Musser* 
Janet E. Oberholtzer* 
Joseph and Marlene Reese* 
Donald and Marion Sider* 
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner 
Keith Tyson* 
Stephen L. Tyson* 
Cecil and Rae Werito 
Jane Wolverton* 
John Peter Yazzie 
Pharr, Texas (Palm Valley 
Brethren in Christ Ministries) 
126 E. Cherokee, Pharr Texas 78577 
Leroy Eberly, Team Leader 
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel) 
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif. 
94110 
Paul and Evelyn Hill, Supt. 
Gay Brunt* 
Judy Eberly* 
Keith S. Engle* 
Merrily Eyster* 
Charles and Maria Sturgill* 
San Francisco (Life Line Mission) 
917 Folsom St., San Francisco, Calif. 94107 
Ray and Winnifred Hock 
Glenn and Linda Roloff 
M I S S I O N C H U R C H E S 
Canada 
Paddockwood (North Star Mission) 
Rev. Howard Rensberry 
(Timber Bay, Sask., Canada S0J 2T0) 
United States 
Blandburg 
Blandburg, Pa. 16619 
Rev. Harry L. Ritchey 
(P.O. Box 55, Blandburg) 
Brooklyn 
225 Sterling St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11225 
Rev. Grafton Forbes 
Callaway (Adney Gap) 
Callaway, Va. 24067 
Rev. Steven Mcilveen (R. 1, Box 48) 
Columbia (Beulah Chapel) 
Columbia, Ky. 42728 
Rev. Robert Shanklin 
(Box 393A, Sano Rt., Columbia, Ky. 42728) 
Columbia (Millerfields) 
Columbia, Ky. 42728 
Rev. Edgar Giles 
(R. 3, Columbia, KY 42728) 
Dayton 
831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45404 
Rev. John Pawelski (835 Herman Ave.) 
DeRossett 
R. 7, Sparta, Tenn. 38583 
Rev. Irving Parker 
(R. 9, Box 218) 
Garlln (Bloomington) 
Columbia, Ky. 42728 
Rev. Amos H. Buckwalter 
(Rt. 1, Knifley, Ky. 42753) 
Hillman (Maple Grove) 
Hillman, Michigan 49746 
Rev. Earl Miller 
(R. 1, Mio, Mich. 48647) 
Hlllsvllle (Bethel) 
Hillsville, Va. 
Mr. Raymond White in charge 
(R. 4, Hillsville, Va. 24343) 
Hunlock Creek 
Hunlock Creek, Pa. 
Rev. Ross Morningstar 
(331 Vine St., Berwick, Pa. 18603) 
Ickesburg (Saville) 
Ickesburg, Pa. 
Rev. Milford Brubaker 
(R. 1, Box 30, Ickesburg, Pa. 17037) 
Knifley (Knifley Chapel) 
Knifley, Ky. 42753 
Rev. Amos H. Buckwalter 
(Rt. 1, Knifley, Ky. 42753) 
Llewellyn 
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944 
Rev. William Fetrow(Box 117) 
Mt. Holly Springs 
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065 
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner 
(Box 32, Grantham, Pa. 17027) 
Salem (Labish Community Church) 
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303 
Rev. Art Cooper (4306 Scott Ave., N.E.) 
Sheboygan 
1422 Carl Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 53081 
Rev. Tyrus R. Cobb (1325 Carl Ave.) 
Uniontown (Searights) 
Uniontown, Pa. 15401 
Rev. Wm. H. Martin 
(Box 67, Chestnut Ridge, Pa. 15422) 
E X T E N S I O N C H U R C H E S 
Canada 
Coll ingwood 
227 Sixth St. 
Collingwood, Ont., Canada 
Rev. Robert Dale Shaw (539 Spruce Ave.) 
Dellsle (Community Chapel) 
Delisle, Sask., Canada SOL 0P0 
Rev. Allen Hopper (Box 212) 
Klrkland Lake 
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse 
(7 Harding Ave., Kirkland Lake, Ont.) 
Saskatoon (Massey Place) 
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada S7L 3V9 
Rev. Douglas Sider (1 Malta Crescent) 
United States 
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue) 
611 S. Marlyn Ave., Baltimore, Md. 
Rev. Marvin Keller 
(925 Homberg Ave., 21221) 
Campbellsvll le 
Campbellsville, Ky. 42718 
Rev. Norman Channel (102 Hord St.) 
Cincinnati (Western Hills Church) 
2815 Robert Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 
Rev. Charles F. Ankney 
(4966 Hawaiian Terrace, Cincinnati, OH 
45223) 
Des Moines (Oak Park) 
Rev. Harold Jackson (3840 W. 14th St., 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313) 
Dublin (Highland Park) 
Dublin, Va. 
Rev. Orvin White 
(32 Dalton Dr., Dublin, Va. 24343) 
Hanover (Conewago) 
301 Maple Avenue, Hanover, Pa. 17331 
Rev. Kenneth Reid (212 Krug Ave.) 
Harrlsburg (Bellevue Park) 
2001 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, Pa. 
Rev. Gene B. Burnes 
(201 S. 20th St., 17104) 
Massillon (Amherst) 
8650 Beatty St., N.W., Massillon, Ohio 
Rev. Atlee Hershberger 
(852 Amherst, N.E., 44646) 
McMlnnvil le (Rolling Acres Community 
Church) 
McMinnville, Tenn. 37111 
Rev. Rodger L. McCann (401 Pace St.) 
Moreno 
Moreno, Calif. 92360 
Rev. Samuel Fisher 
(13831 Redlands Blvd.) 
Orlando 
745 Holden Ave., Orlando, Fla. 32809 
Rev. Larry Steffee (741 Holden Ave.) 
Phoneton 
Phoneton, Ohio 45355 
Rev. Elam O. Dohner (Box 95) 
Roanoke (Valley View) 
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr., 
N.E., Roanoke, Va. 24019 
Rev. Calvin Hamblin 
(509 Elden Ave., N.E., 24019) 
Smithvil le (Pomeroy Chapel) 
Smithville, Tenn. 37166 
Rev. David P. Buckwalter (R. 3) 
South Hagerstown (Van Lear) 
4 Van Lear Dr., Williamsport, MD 21795 
Rev. Clarence Brubaker (2713 Buford Dr.) 
Sunnymead (Open Bible Community Church) 
Heacock & Meyers, Sunnymead, CA 92388 
Rev. Kevin Longenecker (12880 Heacock) 
U R B A N M I N I S T R I E S 
Personnel serving in urban North America, 
having an administrative relationship with 
the Office of Urban Ministries. 
Dwain Harwick*, Christian Stronghold Mis-
sionary Society, 658 N. 52nd St., Phila-
delphia, PA 19131 
C H R I S T I A N SERVICE M I N I S T R I E S 
'Other personnel serving in Voluntary 
Service are listed under the unit to which 
assigned in other departments of the 
DIRECTORY. 
Serving Under MCC 
Millard and Sharon Engle, P.O. Box 208, 
Mochudi, Botswana 
Harold and Mildred Nigh, c /o MCC, Kolym-
bari, Chanio, Crete, Greece 
Curtis and Violet Nissly, Box CH-99, Lusaka, 
Zambia 
Donavon and Jewell Nissly, c /o MCC, 
Box 329, Mbabane, Swaziland 
Richard and Martha Sider, School's Agri-
culture Panel, University of Swaziland, 
P.O. Luyengo, Swaziland 
Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder, MCC, 
Jalan Penjawi 48, Pati, Central Java, 
Indonesia 
S E L F - S U P P O R T I N G 
M I S S I O N A R Y A S S O C I A T E S 
Michael and Holly Graybill, 309-15, 4 
Chome, Hana-Koganei, Kodaira, Tokyo, 
Japan 187 
Oren and Naomi Hofstetter, 402 W. Animas 
St., Farmington, NM 87401 
Roy and Esther Mann, 32 Dorchester 
House, Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia 
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Private 
Bag RW 13X, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
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Robert and Marian Musser, 406 W. Lis-
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Lois Raser, Apdo. 190, Jerez, Zacatecas, 
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Rhoda Winger, A.C.P.O. Box 51, Quezon 
City, Philippines 3001 (Campus Crusade 
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Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth, 538 Pebble 
Rd„ Duncanville, Texas 75116 (Wycliffe 
Bible Translators) 
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Census Bureau Notes Divorce Increase Among Couples Who Break Up in Their 20's 
Divorce among Americans now in their 
late twenties is three to four times more 
frequent than it was among Americans of 
similar age 45 years ago, a Bureau of the 
U.S. Census report indicates. 
The bureau also reports that the divorce 
rate has more than doubled in this country 
during the last 12 years, from 2.3 per 1,000 
population in 1963, to 4.8 in 1975. 
"Year of Evangelical" Ends 50-Year Liberal Domination—Kucharsky 
The political developments of 1976, 
focusing on the evangelical faith, ends the 
liberal domination of the past half cen-
t u r y , a c c o r d i n g to Dav id E u g e n e 
Kucharsky, senior editor of Christianity 
Today. 
Addressing the Geneva Forum here, a 
Philadelphia Presbyterian elders group, 
Kucharsky said the domination by liberals 
began at the Scopes trial in Tennessee and 
ended this year when the two major Presi-
dential candidates outspokenly expressed 
their evangelical faith. 
The so-called "religious issue" in the 
campaign, Kucharsky pointed out, was not 
whether the cand ida t e s ' rel igion is 
"dangerous," but that the tide has turned 
from liberal dominance to the evangeli-
cals whose publishing and preaching enter-
prises are flourishing. 
Kucharsky is the author of The Man 
From Plains (Harper), a book probing in 
essay fashion the mind and spirit of the 
President elect. 
50,000 Africans Hear Billy Graham 
More than 50,000 people gathered at a 
rally in Nairobi's Uhuru Park on the 13th 
anniversary of Kenya's independence to 
hear Evangelist Billy Graham in a meet-
ing sponsored by the Pan African Chris-
tian Leadership Assembly. 
Parade Story Very Wrong In Describing Charles Colson As "Very Drunk"—Dean 
A story in the November 28 national 
Sunday newspaper supplement describing 
Charles Colson as "very drunk" is totally 
in error, according to John W. Dean, 
former White House counsel. 
Lloyd Shearer, who wrote the story, was 
describing a party in the home of Dean and 
his wife in the Los Angeles area which 
Former White House aide Colson and 
other guests attended. 
"The report is 180 degrees from what 
actually occurred," Dean told EP News 
Service. "I 've never seen Chuck Colson 
drunk in my life." 
He said that instead of being drunk, 
Colson actually was taking the oppor-
tunity to talk about his Christian faith to 
guests at the party. 
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"As I recall," Dean said, "Taylor 
Branch, one of our guests, actually found 
himself discussing his own views of Chris-
tianity, something he had seldom done be-
fore." 
New Statement by Vatican Condemns Sterilization 
Sterilization to prevent pregnancy is 
"absolutely forbidden" for members of the 
Roman Catholic Church, even though 
pregnancy would result in "physical or 
psychic evil," according to a new state-
ment issued by the Vatican. 
The new condemnation, reported by the 
Associated Press, was issued by the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. It 
was dated March 13, 1975, but only re-
leased in mid-December 1976 in response 
to questions from the Conference of North 
American Bishops about the permis-
sibility of preventive therapeutic abor-
tions. 
Report 40 New Russian Churches Organized 
A b u l l e t i n f r o m t h e U n i o n of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists of the 
U S S R says 40 new churches were 
organized in 1976 and thousands of new 
members baptized throughout the Union. 
"New pastors were elected and ordained 
for pastoral work in more than 100 
churches," the bulletin states. 
In the first 10 months of the year repre-
sentatives of Mennonites, Pentecostals, 
Baptists, Evangelical Christians and others 
visited the Soviet Union as guests of the 
All Union Council of Evangelical Chris-
tians-Baptists. 
Moody Monthly Author Sees Bible Permitting Capital Punishment 
The Bible "does not seem to demand the 
death penalty; it permits it," according to 
C. Donald Cole, author of a Moody 
Monthly editorial. 
The article notes that "Genesis 9:5-6 is 
usually cited as the institution of human 
government on earth, having as its pri-
mary responsibility the protection of 
human life. And life is so sacred that 
murder is a crime that cannot be expiated, 
except by the life of the murderer. The pas-
sage makes no allowances for those who 
kill accidentally or in self-defense, and 
even an animal that kills a man must be 
put to death." 
But, Mr. Cole writes, "the passage is so 
general that many Bible students believe 
that it cannot be taken as a command to 
execute criminals; at the most it grants 
permission to do so, and subsequent addi-
tions to the Word of God define the limits 
of the provision. This is the familiar appeal 
to progressive revelation." 
The editorial comments that "even 
Israel, a theocratic nation in which nearly 
everyone was a 'believer,' found some of its 
regulations impossible to live with (Acts 
5:10). Who among us would willingly hand 
over to the executioners an alcoholic son? 
The Mosaic Law demanded it" (Deut. 
21:20). 
In the New Testament, Mr. Cole says, 
"the theocracy is left behind. There are no 
more instructions to government as such; 
God does not address Himself to institu-
tions. However, in some places govern-
ment is described; and it is important to 
note that modern states also have permis-
sion to wield the sword." 
Only 200 Believers in Israel— Jews For Jesus Survey 
Five investigators from the Jews for 
Jesus staff" has found in an intensive survey 
of Israel that it is "unlikely that there are 
more than 200 known Jewish believers in 
the whole country. 
Those few asked that such findings not 
be traceable to them, fearing strife and 
opposition from anti-mission groups. 
The Jews for Jesus team reported that 
there is a need for Jewish Christian im-
migrants skilled in a variety of services, for 
Bible teachers, for correspondence with 
brethren in other lands, for more book-
stores, donations of clothing, and for inter-
cessory prayer on behalf of Hebrew Chris-
tians in the Holy Land. 
1977 Seen As "Year of Hope" For a World's Hungry 
The new year can be a "turning point" 
for the world's hungry millions, according 
to Dr. Larry Ward, president of Food for 
the Hungry. 
" I base my optimism on what I regard 
as a new awareness of both the 'cause and 
cures' of world hunger," Ward told a 
g r o u p g a t h e r e d in S e a t t l e . " T h e 
cause—our poor stewardship .of this 
world's basic resources, its limited capital 
assets. The cure—the recognition that the 
best things in life are free, that God Him-
self has endowed Planet Earth with all it 
needs to sustain whatever population 
growth it will ever experience." 
Ward said God wasn't surprised that we 
now have 4 billion people on the planet, or 
that we're headed toward 8.3 billion in 38 
years. He said the poor have basic needs 
but need " a combination of motivation 
and method which will enable them to 
utilize these great gifts more effectively. 
Seven lean years lie just ahead for this 
"burgeoning world," Ward noted, but he 
pointed to what he regards as a "growing 
world awareness of the need for labor-
intensive development in the developing 
nations, coupled with a new appreciation 
of the importance of a small-scale tech-
nology u t i l i z ing r e n e w a b l e ene rgy 
Italy Votes Catholicism Out As State Religion 
The major parties of the Italian parlia-
ment have agreed to eliminate Roman 
Catholicism as the state religion, make 
religious instruction voluntary and allow 
defrocked priests to hold state posts. 
The 412-31 vote, according to the 
Associated Press, came on a motion by the 
Christian Democrats to continue negotiat-
ing with the Vatican on revising the 1929 
concordat signed by dictator Benito Mus-
solini and the Church. 
Communists, Socialists, Social Demo-
crats and Republicans said more radical 
revisions might be required, but agreed to 
use the government proposals as a start-
ing point for revising the compact. 
Bre thren in Chr i s t 
Living Up to a Name 
B R E T H R E N IN CHRIST is a par-
t icularly sui table name for our 
denomination because from the begin-
ning members have placed a strong 
emphasis on the concept of brother-
hood. This emphasis has not been in 
theory alone; rather, the concept 
worked itself out in a variety of prac-
tices, such as the following, which the 
church pursued in years previous to 
our own immediate decades. 
Brotherhood was expressed in titles. 
Thus members greeted or referred to 
each other as brother or sister. When I 
and others in my earlier days spoke 
about such persons as Lafayette 
Shoalts, Ray Witter, or Ernest Loft-
house (of my own congregation), to 
mention at random only three de-
ceased brethren, we called them 
"Brother" Shoalts, "Brother" Witter, 
and "Brother" Lofthouse. It was a 
small but repeated reminder of our 
brotherhood in Christ. 
The manner of worship, at least 
during the first 100 years of the 
denomination, is also an illustration of 
the church's concern for brotherhood. 
Until the late nineteenth century, 
members met in homes of the congre-
gation for worship. The houses were 
often especially constructed for this 
worship, as a few remaining ones 
d e m o n s t r a t e . They were cha r -
acterized by two rooms separated by 
large hinged doors that could be 
folded back to make one large room 
for meetings. There the brethren and 
sisters met in friendly, homey sur-
roundings that suggested the meeting 
of a family. 
Even when congregations began to 
construct churches, the buildings still 
retained for some time an aura of 
commonality that promoted brother-
hood. These meeting houses (the 
members deliberately refused to call 
them churches) were simple in design, 
This paper was presented at the 1976 General Conference Workshop on "Exploring Brother-hood." Dr. Sider is a member of the faculty, Messiah College. 
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with pews surrounding an unelevated 
pulpit on three sides. Thus the con-
gregation continued to meet on a com-
mon level, as in the home, and around 
the Word of God. And in many areas, 
after both buildings and form of ser-
vice became less simple, the cottage 
prayer meetings preserved elements of 
brotherhood that had prevailed when 
congregations had met in the homes. 
Love feasts also contained features 
that emphasized brotherhood. Those 
that I remember as a boy at Cheap-
side, Ontario, Canada, may serve as 
an example. 
At our love feasts, the church family 
became an extended one by brethren 
and sisters joining us for the occasion 
f rom other congregat ions, par-
ticularly from Springvale and Wain-
fleet, the congregations closest to 
Cheapside. Services began on Satur-
day afternoon with church doctrine 
being expounded, and ended on Sun-
day morning with a sermon, usually by 
a visiting minister. In the pattern of 
services were at least two occasions for 
" t e s t imony mee t ing ," in which 
brothers and sisters in the Lord en-
couraged each other in the faith. Self-
examination and confession were 
strongly urged, particularly on Satur-
day afternoon. I can witness that we 
did not ignore the urging; those who 
know me will not find it difficult to be-
lieve that I had my own share of con-
fessing to do. Then on Saturday even-
ing, with all made right between breth-
ren and sisters, members washed each 
others' feet, greeted one another with 
the holy kiss, and gathered around the 
table of their common Lord for com-
munion. 
Even our eating at love feasts 
promoted brotherhood. We shared in 
common, as a Christian family, a 
Saturday evening meal in the base-
ment of the church, the evidence of 
which was always made known about 
midway through the afternoon service 
by the delicious smell of coffee and 
beef noodle soup seeping up through 
the floor from the basement. On Sun-
day, visitors from other congre-
gations were invited to the homes of 
Cheapside members, and if there were 
not enough visitors for all the meals 
especially prepared, members of the 
congregation often invited each other 
home. 
One of the clear illustrations of 
brotherhood practice was the care of 
needy people in the congregation, at 
least in the days before welfare work 
was largely taken over by the state. 
The record books of congregational 
and district councils reflect a large 
concern for widows and orphans and 
other needy members. Brethren would 
literally reach into their pockets to 
give financial support to such people, 
or they would arrange to take them 
into their homes until they could care 
for themselves. 
Brotherhood was fostered in other, 
perhaps less direct, ways as well. The 
practice of Matthew 18 was encour-
aged in order to keep members in 
brotherly and sisterly relationships. 
Deacons were sent out on a periodical 
basis, it seems to me somewhat as 
father figures, to inquire into the 
spiritual progress of members and to 
determine and settle issues between 
brethren. On a wider level, annual 
General Conferences brought mem-
bers together on a national and inter-
national scale, and kept alive the inti-
mate contacts necessary for brother-
hood. 
All of this is not to say that the con-
cept of brotherhood always worked 
perfectly. There were exceptions, as 
the separation of the Brinserites and 
the Yorkers from the main body in the 
nineteenth century demonstrates. But 
the ideal was clearly there and was em-
phasized. 
While many of the forms of brother-
hood have changed, brotherhood still 
remains an ideal. It is interesting to 
ask whether the new forms and models 
now practiced among us are more 
effective than the older ones. But that 
should be the subject for another 
article. 





Henry A. Ginder 
O B V I O U S L Y , it is more important 
to love our God than to love our 
church. It is easy however, to believe 
that God is pleased when we love the 
church for which He paid the high 
price of giving His only Son. This ulti-
mately means of course, that we have 
high appreciation for our brother-
hood—the Brethren in Christ Church 
—and, each of us for our home con-
gregations as a part of that brother-
hood. 
In the beginning of my present term 
as Bishop of the Allegheny Confer-
ence I said in a Regional Conference 
sermon, "I believe the Brethren in 
Christ Church is at this point in its 
history more authentically the church 
than it has ever been." I now wish to 
share six reasons for that statement in 
the hope that just to think on these 
issues will stimulate appreciation for 
our sector of the church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
1. We are strong and strengthening in 
spiritual relationships—the verti-
cal relationship. I really believe 
that now a higher percentage of our 
people are concerned about their 
relationship to God. This is evident 
in my times of sharing with youth 
across the brotherhood. They want 
to discuss questions regarding as-
surance, the Spirit-filled life, the 
fruit of the Spirit, the gifts of the 
Spirit. Our people are growing 
spiritually. 
2. We have improved our interper-
sonal relationships—the horizon-
tal. It is easier now than it has ever 
been for us to fellowship across de-
nominational lines, to share in cer-
tain types of interchurch ministries 
in our communities and to do this 
with ease and confidence. In many 
areas other churches count on our 
people to contribute positively to 
the spiritual climate of the com-
munity. Our people are compas-
Dr. Ginder is bishop of the Allegheny 
Conference. 
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sionate, we share generously with 
needy people across cultural and 
racial lines. We are taught to do 
this in the name of Christ. 
3. We are settled on the authority of 
the Scriptures. We naturally differ 
on what we think certain Scrip-
tures say but I do not know of any-
one who is questioning the auth-
ority of the Scriptures as stated in 
our doctrinal statement on the 
Scriptures. 
4. We are freed from the bondage of 
legalism. This enables us to help 
our people to practice holy living 
according to the Scriptures. This 
fact has to do with our self image as 
a denomination and as congre-
gations. Most of our congre-
gations now feel good about being 
"Brethren in Christ." There is also 
a beautiful concern for the con-
science of our brothers and sisters. 
Our acceptance of each other has 
been a challenge to some of our 
brothers and sisters in other de-
nominations. We have a good sense 
of brotherhood. 
5. We are seeking and finding fresh 
and new ways of sharing our 
faith—church growth. Our people 
are more aggressive in this area. 
They are thinking growth thoughts. 
They are praying and fasting, with 
regard to positive, productive shar-
ing of their faith. We are con-
cerned about evangelism in a per-
sonal sense. 
6. We are affirming each other in the 
faith. That is, instead of being 
sharply critical or even carnally 
critical, in many cases there is now 
an increasing appreciation of our 
brothers and sisters in the family of 
God. We thoughtfully plan to 
affirm each other. Included in this 
is the fact that the new awareness 
of our brothers and sisters helps us 
to practice the guidelines of Mat-
thew 18 in the experiences of dis-
cipleship in our beloved brother-
hood. 
For these and certainly many other 
reasons which might be listed, I be-
lieve our church is today more au-
thentically the church than it has ever 
been. As I praise God for this aware-
ness, I am grateful for my brothers 
and sisters across the church and for 
my brothers and sisters in my home 
congregation. "I thank my God every 
time I remember you. In all my pray-
ers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now" 
(Phil. 1:3-5—NIV). 
You are invited 
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SPEAKERS include Charles Colson, 
Dave Howard, Dennis Kinlaw, William 
Leslie, Donn Moomaw, Luis Palau 
and Bernard Ramm. Laypeople are 
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The Play's the Thing 
Vivian Imbach 
T H E PLAY'S the thing wherein I'll 
catch the conscience of the king," said 
Shakespeare 's Hamlet , as he ar-
ranged for some visiting players to act 
a scene to bring conviction to the heart 
of a murderer. 
If your church is looking for new 
ways to present truths that will speak 
to hearts, perhaps "the play's the 
thing" for you, too. 
Drama can be an effective tool and 
has many advantages. It offers variety, 
gives life to old words, and adds new 
insights to traditional beliefs. Drama 
provides action and suspense. It isn't 
heavy; it doesn't scare people. 
Everyone likes a story but good 
drama is more than just a story. It 
provides human experience with which 
we can identify. Drama can be used to 
present almost any subject. It can 
serve as a discussion starter and it can 
be part of the program, or the entire 
program. 
Drama helps us see and judge a 
situation objectively. It leads you to a 
truth while your guard is down. 
People remember much more of a 
lesson taught through drama. Re-
search indicates that, after three days, 
we retain 65 percent of what we are 
told and shown, as opposed to only 10 
percent of what we are told and 20 
percent of what we are shown. You 
can prove this by asking someone (or 
yourself) what the sermon was about 
last Sunday, and then, asking what a 
recent TV program was about. 
In the Bible, God uses drama to 
make a point, so why shouldn't we? 
Remember the prophet who acted the 
part of a wounded soldier, in order to 
rebuke King Ahab for his sin in spar-
ing Ben-Hadad? (I Kings 20). 
Remember Jeremiah, who buried 
the girdle to show what God would do 
to those who refused to obey Him? 
The writer is the wife of a pastor of a Mission-ary Church congregation, Reseda, Calif. This article has been reprinted by permission from the October 1976 issue of Moody Monthly. Copyright 1976, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. 
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(Jer. 13). And when Jeremiah was 
commanded to wear a yoke to illus-
trate to surrounding nations that they 
were to submit to the king of Baby-
lon? (Jer. 27, 28). 
Remember Hosea, who was com-
manded to marry a harlot in order to 
be a living object lesson of God's faith-
fulness to faithless Israel? (Hos. 1). 
What about all the ceremonies and 
pageantry in connection with Old 
Testament worship, showing the holi-
ness and majesty of God: And don't 
forget the drama in the symbolism of 
the Last Supper. 
Those who present drama grow 
through exercise of their talents and 
dedication to a ministry. Their spirit-
ual lives deepen as they hear the mes-
sage over and over. 
Drama also can attract non-Chris-
tians to play certain roles, thus bring-
ing them under the sound of the 
gospel. 
With all of these advantages, why 
don't more churches use drama? Be-
cause there are also some problems in-
volved. But they can be overcome. 
First , you will need a direc-
tor—someone to be in charge. While 
you may have a willing person, he may 
not be sufficiently trained. In this case, 
he will have to assume the respon-
sibility of educating himself by using 
the public library, buying books, tak-
ing a few college courses, or contact-
ing a local high school drama teacher. 
Every library should have a drama 
section with many "how-to" books. 
Probably those written for high school 
will prove the most helpful for the 
beginning director, such as How to 
Direct the High School Play by Leon 
C. Miller or Theatre in High School 
by Charlotte Kay Motter. Don't ex-
pect them to agree on everything. 
These books will refer you to other 
helpful source books. 
Lack of trained actors will be an-
other problem. But once the director 
knows where he is going, he can give 
the rest of the group some training. 
One church offered drama as one of 
several electives as their youth fellow-
ship hour. It was a ten-week training 
course in dramatic techniques, make-
up, lighting, and scenery making. 
Women's groups that have activity 
classes in place of "circles" might in-
clude drama as one choice. Drama 
also can be offered as an elective in 
vacation Bible school. Or the director 
may simply invite those interested to 
join a drama group. The training may 
precede an actual production or may 
be built around actually producing a 
play. 
You may have to begin small, but 
dedicated participants are more im-
portant than numbers. You can 
choose plays that have small casts or 
you can assign each actor several 
parts. But whatever you do, don't 
choose a play unless you know you 
will have the personnel to handle the 
major roles. 
If yours is the typical church, the 
actors will probably find it hard to 
make time for rehearsals. A full-
length play with memorized parts 
takes approximately 100 hours of re-
hearsal, whether it is spread over 
twelve weeks or two. One church 
drama director says he plans at least 
eight weeks of rehearsals for a half-
hour drama. 
Either the actors will have to rear-
range their priorities to allow for re-
hearsal time, or the directors will have 
to choose short plays or plan a differ-
ent type of presentation. This could be 
role playing (working ad lib for a 
story, rather than from a script); a 
pantomime, shadow, or tableau play 
with narration or off-stage voices; con-
cert reading of a play; or a "walking 
rehearsal" presentation. All of these 
take much less rehearsal and do not 
require memorization of parts. 
In a "walking rehearsal," scripts 
are carried as actors perform with no 
sets except perhaps two chairs to in-
dicate a doorway or three chairs for a 
sofa. There are no realistic props; 
actions are pantomimed. 
A group of Christian lawyers in the 
Los Angeles area presented a very 
effective evolution trial in this man-
ner. This method really isn't too differ-
ent from a choir using sheet music 
when they sing. 
Concert reading is done on a bare 
platform, sometimes in front of a cur-
tain, and requires only a few stools 
and music stands. Use of risers and 
spotlights adds to the effectiveness of 
these readings. Most plays will need 
some adaptation for this. Narration, 
for example, might replace the ele-
ments to scenery and action. A play 
with any size cast can be done, but 
only about six actors should appear 
with each reading two or three parts. 
Minor characters may be eliminated. 
You will probably have difficulty 
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finding suitable scripts. They are often 
poor from an artistic standpoint, or 
t h e m e s s a g e is weak or ove r -
moralized, or they cost too, much, or 
they call for parts that your people 
can't fill, or they just don't fit your 
need. This is why most directors be-
come "play doctors" or they begin 
writing dramas. You will probably end 
up doing the same. As you read Chris-
tian books, make notation of effective 
scenes that would lend themselves to 
dramatization. Dramatize some of the 
stories told by your missionaries. Put 
a Bible story into a modern-day set-
ting. 
A bright spot in dramatic materials 
are the many new youth and chil-
dren's musicals. Most of these are 
written around a simple play. Youth 
may also enjoy doing contemporary 
plays available through Contem-
porary Drama Service, 3405 Acorn 
Drive, Downers Grove, 111. 60515. 
Size or arrangement of your stage 
may also present problems or limit the 
number in your cast. This may mean 
cutting or re-writing the script, mak-
ing temporary additions to the plat-
form, using the baptistry or choir loft, 
or moving the presentation to larger 
quarters. One drama group took their 
Christmas presentation to a large hall 
and built sets three-quarters of the 
way around the room for various 
scenes. 
The lack of a curtain can be over-
come by the use of spotlights on act-
ing areas, with blackouts to change 
scenery or switch characters. 
What are appropriate times and 
ways to use drama in your church? A 
play for a holiday may be a good way 
to begin. Some large churches in Cali-
fornia regularly use drama to intro-
duce or illustrate the Sunday evening 
message. One church does this with 
role play based on stories currently 
making news; actors rehearse only 
that day. A basic pool of actors play 
the major parts. Three scenes are 
interspersed throughout the sermon. 
Teaming up with a musical group will 
add strength and acceptance. 
Avoid using untalented people just 
to be "Chris t ian" or using non-Chris-
tians in unsuitable roles. Beware of 
participants becoming "pros" who 
lose out spiritually, or "specialists" 
who only participate in the church 
d r a m a program. You must have 
standards and rules and continually 
emphasize to the group why the play is 
being produced. 
Avoid t o o much emphas i s on 
scenery or costume. Keep the em-
phasis on the message of the play. 
You might even offer to put on your 
productions at other churches for free. 
They'll love it! 
RELIGION IN REVIEW 
from page five 
New Testament into modern Russian 
by the Orthodox Church neared com-
pletion; and the Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity asked the Ameri-
can Bible Society for a new transla-
tion of the Apocrypha. 
Among books, Billy Graham ' s 
Angels: God's Secret Agents outsold 
other religious books (1,210,000 gone 
by March following an autumn re-
lease). Charles Colson's Born Again 
reached 400,000 in hard back sales 
and took the top spot in Eternity 
magazine's annual poll. 
Membership in the Evangelical 
Press Association soared to nearly 300 
magazines and newspapers and dues 
remained the same, while the Asso-
ciated Church Press lost members in a 
dues hike that hurt recruitment for 
members in an enlarged program. 
Moody Monthly, published by Moody 
Bible I n s t i t u t e , was given t he 
"Periodical of the Year" award by 
judges in the annual awards contest of 
the Evangelical Press Association. 
Crusaders for wholesome literature 
found a new way to combat pornog-
raphy: laughter and ridicule. How-
ever, smut sullied the best of com-
munities and remained a lucrative 
business despite major i ty feelings 
against it. 
Broadcasting 
Religious broadcasters this year 
hailed a special provision contained in 
the newly-approved national copy-
right which President Ford signed and 
which will become law January 1, 
1978. The enactment of Section 112 
(c) exempts non-profit religious pro-
grammers from paying mechanical re-
production fees for use of copyrighted 
music on tapes of discs. Dr. Ben Arm-
strong, executive secretary of the 
National Religious Broadcasters said 
the measure constitutes a great vic-
tory for N R B and religious program 
producers. 
The Nat ional Aeronautics and 
Space Administration approved the 
use of a $260 million satellite for the 
Christian broadcasting experiment 
called "Project Look-Up," sponsored 
by some 49 participating Christian 
organizations to beam community ser-
vice programs to South America. 
Evangelists gave the winds a mighty 
voice in 1976, covering every inch of 
the globe with the Good News, in-
cluding 240 hours beamed to the 
U.S.S.R. every week. 
Deaths 
1976 took f rom the world Dr. 
Rudolf Karl Bultmann, famed Lu-
theran theologian and biblical scholar 
in Marburg, West Germany. Evan-
gelist Kathryn Kuhlman died, follow-
ing open heart surgery, in Tulsa. 
United Methodist Bishop F. Gerland 
Ensley died in Ireland. 
Taken also were Erma L. Shea, wife 
of s inger G e o r g e Beverly S h e a ; 
Georgia Skinner, mother of Tom; and 
seven staff members of Campus Cru-
sade for Christ during a prayer re-
treat at the flooding of the Big Thomp-
son River in Loveland, Colorado. 
Earthquakes in Turkey, Russia, 
New Guinea, Italy and Guatemala 
took multiplied thousands of lives in 
1976. The Right-to-Food Resolution 
introduced in the Senate by Mark O. 
Hatfield and in the House by Donald 
M. Fraser was approved by Congress 
as basic U.S. policy in coping with 
starvation which cut down an average 
of 12,000 people every day. 
In 1976 atheists set Thursday as 
their "sabbath." Malcolm Boyd an-
nounced, " I ' m gay." Eldridge Cleaver 
testified, " I ' m reborn." Sun Myung 
Moon declared, " I ' m rich." 
A German woman died during an 
exorcism; Karen Ann Quinlan re-
fused to die when disconnected from a 
respirator; "Tokyo Rose" accepted a 
pardon; Patricia Hearst, free on bail, 
became an Episcopalian; and Pastor 
Charles Blair took the blame for the 
deception of associates. 
What a year! 1976 spotlighted TM, 
CB, E.R.A., The Omen, politics and 
Butz. It was the year of "Christian 
Yellow Pages," of the metric Bible, of 
Actor Dean Jones singing "Amazing 
Grace" while his house burned down, 
and the year of a new song for Carol 
Lawrence and a host of celebrities. 
The year closed with thousands of 
youthful missionary recruits bowing at 
the Lord's Table at the end of the 11th 
annual Inter-Varsity Missionary Con-
ference at Urbana, Illinois. It was a 
year when evangelicals blessed Jews 
. . . when Catholics broke bread with 
Pentecostals . . . when war ceased . . . 
and when ABC radio newsman Paul 
Harvey could tell millions of Ameri-
cans at noon: " I found it!" New Life 
in Jesus Christ. 
Joy in Christ's majestic purpose 
Let it all in us be found 
Moving out to others through us 
While the wheel of time goes round. 
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Church News 
M E S S I A H C O L L E G E 
Two important appointments last spring at Messiah College were somehow over-looked in reporting news items to the Evangelical Visitor. With apologies to those involved, the information follows. 
Snyder Appointed Coordinator of Church-College 
Paul L. Snyder, who served as Messiah 
College Director of Admissions for ten 
years, has been named to a newly created 
position, Coordinator of Church-College 
Relations. According to President D. Ray 
Hostetter, his work involves contacts with 
the purpose of enlarging the parish grant 
program, recruitment of students, and the 
cultivation of good relations and com-
munications. 
A graduate of Elizabethtown College, 
Snyder received his M.Div. degree from 
Princeton Seminary, and the S .T .M. 
degree from Gettysburg Seminary. He 
served as pastor of two Brethren in Christ 
churches: Abilene, Kansas, 1952-54; and 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 1954-66, before 
coming to Messiah College in 1966. 
Snyder has been active in denomi-
national youth and Christian Education 
work, and is a past president of the Carlisle 
Ministerial Association. 
During his years with the college, 
Snyder also served as Lecturer in Reli-
gious Education and Director of Student 
Financial Aid. 
He and his wife, Esther, who teaches 
gifted and talented children for the Capi-
tal Area Intermediate Unit serving the 
Cumberland Valley School District, have 
three children, Barbara, Robert, and Sue. 
They attend the Grantham Church. 
Long New Director of Admissions and Financial Aid 
Ronald E. Long, who has served at 
Messiah College for eight years in admis-
sions work, Music Ministries, and In-
structor in Music, is the new Director of 
Admissions and Financial Aid, replacing 
Snyder. President Hostetter stated that 
Long's "experience in admissions will be 
valuable in his new leadership role." 
Long attended Messiah College, Upland 
College, and is a graduate of La Verne 
College, La Verne, California. He has pur-
sued graduate studies at California State 
College at Fullerton, California, where he 
served as a Graduate Assistant in music 
composition until he came to Messiah Col-
lege in the fall of 1968. 
Involved in various musical activities for 
more than ten years, Long has published 
several vocal and instrumental composi-
tions. His office of Music Ministries Team 
Coordinator in connection with his admis-
sions work at Messiah College has in-
volved selecting, coaching, and scheduling 
three or four singing groups each year 
since 1970. 
Long is a member of the Hymn Society 
of America, Minister of Music at the 
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Grantham Brethren in Christ Church, and 
Music Consultant of Lexicon Music Publi-
cations. 
His wife, Catherine, teaches physical 
education in the Cumberland Valley 
School District. 
BASKETBALL 
Messiah-Upland Alumni vs Messiah 
College—Saturday, February 19, 6:00 
p.m. 
N I A G A R A 
C H R I S T I A N COLLEGE 
Choir Gives Three Programs 
The NCC choir of 110 voices presented 
"The Many Moods of Christmas" on 
December 15, 16 and 17. Majoring on 
familiar carols, this musical by Shaw & 
Bennett was first shared with a large group 
of senior citizens, following a tea for them, 
Wednesday afternoon. The Thursday night 
crowd filled the chapel to capacity. Friday 
afternoon catered to parents who came to 
provide some of the students with trans-
portation for the winter break. 
Chinese Christian Fellowship 
The Chinese Christian Fellowship con-
tinues to grow in vitality and numbers. On 
December 14, they were enthusiastically 
received by the Sherkston Brethren in 
Christ Church as they supplied the Sun-
day school hour with song and testimony, 
for all the adult classes. On campus, their 
Christmas banquet with a nine course 
Chinese menu for the faculty/staff was 
greatly appreciated. 
Brethren in Christ 
Give MDS Leadership 
Levi Byer, of Ontario was the project 
director on the Kashechewan flood re-
covery operation for three months this past 
summer. This work was to help an Indian 
tribe and their neighbors to restore them-
selves after high spring flooding. Sam 
M inter, of Abilene, Kansas, served as 
project foreman on the Big Thompson 
Canyon, Colorado project for one month. 
Carl Heise, of the Chino congregation in 
California, who is Southern California 
committeeman for MDS, served as in-
vestigator/survey person on a number of 
assignments into Imperial County, Cali-
fornia, and the village of Ocotillo. There 
will be a continuing operation there, be-
cause it is a retirement town with 250 resi-
dents, the average age is 71, 68 of the 80 
homes were directly affected, and only 3 or 
4 households had incomes above social 
security and pension. This is a typical area 
where MDS remains in longer term ser-
vice. 
C O N F E R E N C E S 
Allegheny 
The Church Board of the Five Forks congregation entertained their wives at 
their monthly meeting on Dec. 7, by tak-
ing them to the Keystone Kountry Kitchen 
for dinner. Six persons were taken into 
church fellowship on Sunday, Dec. 12. The 
pastor is Rev. W. Rupert Turman. 
T h e Mechanicsburg congregation 
observed Bible Sunday on Sunday, Dec. 5. 
The family bringing the oldest Bible re-
ceiving a plaque. The Bible which won the 
prize was dated 1522. Three of the Bibles 
brought were over 150 years old. Rev. 
Charles Burgard is the pastor. 
The Junior High Department of the Montgomery congregation held a 10-mile 
bike hike recently, earning $298 which 
they gave to the Messiah Children's 
Home. Parents joined the youth in a 
fellowship meal, following the bike hike. 
The pastor is Rev. H. Melvin Boose. 
The New Guilford congregation held 
special missions services on Dec. 8, 11, and 
12. Rev. Roy Musser, pastor of the Peters-burg congregation spoke at the opening 
service which was the W M P C Prayer 
Service. Saturday noon a Senior Citizen's 
dinner was held with Bishop Kumalo as the 
guest speaker. Bishop Elect William 
Silungwe and Shirley Heisey spoke to the 
congregation on Saturday evening, fol-
lowing a fellowship meal. Speakers for the 
Sunday services were: Miss Heisey, Rev. 
and Mrs. Joe Smith, Mary Biser and Rev. 
and Mrs. Howard Gamber. Rev. Maurice 
Bender is the pastor. 
Correction: The first news item under 
Atlantic Conference (December 10 issue, 
page 14) should have been the Five Forks congregation rather than the congregation 
listed and should have been included with 
the Allegheny Conference. 
Atlantic 
The Manor congregation held a 
"Harvest Home Service" on Sunday even-
ing, Nov. 28. Gifts of food were presented 
to Mrs. Alvin Book, wife of the Fellow-
Glen and Beth Frey who have taken a pastoral assignment with the Speedwell Heights congre-gation. 
Evangelical Visitor 
ship Chapel, and other members, after 
they had shared some of their experiences 
with the folks at Manor. The pastors are 
Rev. John Hawbaker and Rev. Dale 
Engle. 
The Montoursville congregation has 
built a new parsonage adjacent to the 
church. The pastoral family, the Larry 
Strouses, moved into the parsonage on 
Thanksgiving Day. 
The Stowe congregation held a dinner in 
honor of their pastor and wife, Rev. 
Charles and Joyce Hughes, on Sunday, 
Nov. 14. The dinner was in honor of the 
Hughes' 7th wedding anniversary. Shirley 
Heisey and Anna Wolgemuth shared with 
the Ladies' Sewing Circle. 
Canadian 
The Falls View congregation reports a 
30% increase in worship and a 19% in-
crease in the Sunday school in the last 
year. Rev. Robert Climenhaga is the 
pastor. 
On Sunday, Nov. 21, the Sherkston con-gregation installed John Young as assis-
tant pastor. The pastor is Rev. Robert 
Rolston. 
Central 
The Ashland congregation held a Mis-
sionary Conference on Nov. 27 and 28. 
Returned missionary from Rhodesia, Earl 
Hess, and Anthony Cutting, student at 
Ashland Seminary from Trinidad, were 
the guest speakers. Rev. Ted Mitten is the 
pastor. 
Earl and Lois Hess shared some of their 
experiences from Mtshabezi Mission with 
the Pleasant Hill congregation on Sunday 
evening, Dec. 5. The pastor is Rev. Glenn 
Hensel. 
Midwest 
The Mountain View congregation re-
cently held a baptismal service for 10 
persons. Rev. James Esh is the pastor. 
Pacific 
The new Alta Loma congregation 
reports three Bible studies now in prog-
ress. Rev. J. Ralph Wenger was installed 
as pastor on Sunday, Oct. 3, by Bishop 
Don Shafer. 
Rev. Paul Hill and family, pastor of the 
Life Line Chapel, and Rev. Charles 
Sturgill and family, pastor of the Life Line 
Mission, ministered to the Redwood Coun-try congregation in both word and song 
recently. The pastor at Redwood is Rev. 
Samuel Hollingsworth. 
Births 
Becker: Nicole Susanne, born Dec. 4, to 
Steve and Avis (Mosier) Becker, Phone-
ton congregation, Ohio. 
Bergey: Jonathan Robert, born Oct. 23, 
to Robert and Glenna Bergey, Silverdale 
congregation, Pa. 
Cober: John David, Nov. 23, to Mr. and 
Mrs. John Cober, Rosebank congre-
gation, Ont. 
Doutrich: Sharon Louise, born Dec. 4, 
to Ray and Linda Doutrich, Fairland con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hoffer: Darren Lee, born Nov. 18, to 
Donald and Darlene (Zook) Hoffer, Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa. 
Jenkins: Amber Dawn, born Oct. 23, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Davis Jenkins, Jr., 
Valley Chapel congregation, Ohio. 
Reefer: Johanna Beth, born Nov. 27, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Keefer, Jr., Free Grace 
congregation, Pa. 
Peffer: Benjamin Joel, born Oct. 28, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Peffer, Valley 
Chapel congregation, Ohio. 
Schaeffer: Steven Lloyd, born Nov. 18, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Eric Schaeffer, Hum-
melstown congregation, Pa. 
Sentz: Jeremy Michael, born Oct. 13, to 
Robert, Jr., and Eileen (Hess) Sentz, Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa. 
Sider: Trevor Paul, born Nov. 17, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Sider, Rosebank con-
gregation, Ont. 
Stonesifer: Monica Rena, born Nov. 21, 
to Glen and Renee Stonesifer, Fairland 
congregation, Pa. 
Wenger: Katrina Marilyn, born Aug. 4, 
to Keith and Mar i lyn (Slagenwei t ) 
Wenger, Englewood, Ohio. 
Wolfe: Christine Suzanne, born June 11, 
to Gerald and Suzanne Wolfe, Speedwell 
Heights congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Ashway-Wingert: Clara Wingert and 
James Ashway, both of Chambersburg, 
Pa., Nov. 25, in the Chambersburg Breth-
ren in Christ Church, with Rev. Maurice 
Bender and Rev. Omar Nicarry officiat-
ing. 
Carbaugh-Hartman: Nancy Diane, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Hart-
man, and Marvin Walker, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Marvin W. Carbaugh, Sr., Nov. 27, 
in the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ 
Church, with Rev. Mervin Potteiger and 
Rev. A. G. Brubaker, Jr., officiating. 
Heise-Gardner: Rebecca Sue, daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Jacob Gardner, 
Arlington, Va., and Kenneth Ray, son of 
Dr. and Mrs. Jesse Heise, Pitsburg, Ohio, 
Nov. 27, in the Cherrydale Baptist Church, 
Arlington, with Rev. A. W. Jackson. 
Huber-Sangrey: Sharee, daughter of 
William L. Sangrey and Gale Shenk, and 
Glenn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cleon Huber, 
both of Conestoga, Pa., Nov. 6, in the 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church, with 
Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Musser-Clepper: Christine, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Clepper, Me-
chanicsburg, Pa., and Daniel J., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John A. Musser, Carlisle, Pa., 
Nov. 26, in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in 
Christ Church, with Rev. Charles R. 
Burgard officiating. 
Sellans-Richber: Lois Jane, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Richber, Waterloo, 
Ont., and Wallace Bruce, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Willard Sallans, Kitchener, Ont., 
Nov. 27, in the Bethel Chapel, Waterloo, 
with Rev. Dave McClurckin officiating. 
Obituaries 
Alltop: Marvin Alltop, Dayton, Ohio, 
born Jan. 10, 1914, died July 27, 1976, in 
the Dettmer Hospital. He is survived by 
his wife, Viola; a daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Bowman; and a son, Jim. The funeral 
service was held in the Frings and Bailiff 
Funeral Home, with Rev. Elam O. Dohner 
officiating. 
Cramer: Mrs. Anna M. Cramer, age 63, 
Mount Joy, Pa., died Nov. 21, 1976, in the 
Lancaster General Hospital. She was the 
daughter of John and Harriet Pfaunmil-
ler. She is survived by her husband, John; a 
daughter, Mrs. Carol L. Ebersole; four 
stepchildren; 12 grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. She was a member of 
the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was held in the 
Weaverland Mennonite Church with Rev. 
Allon B. Dourte officiating. Interment was 
in the adjoining cemetery. 
Kreider: Ethan A. Kreider, born in 
Campbelltown, Pa., died Nov. 25, 1976, in 
the Harrisburg Hospital. He was the son of 
Bishop Henry K. and Katie Hoffman 
Kreider. He is survived by his wife, Esther 
Books Kreider; four sons: Dr. Mprlin H., 
Ellis, Harold N., and Ray L.; two daugh-
ters: Mrs. Ruth Landis and Mrs. Marian 
Hock; 10 grandchildren; and three sisters. 
He was a member of the Palmyra Breth-
ren in Christ Church where he served as 
deacon for over 20 years. He also served as 
Chairman of the Board of Messiah Home 
for ten years. Rev. J. Robert Lehman offi-
ciated at the funeral service. Interment was 
in the United Christian Cemetery. 
Lako: John Lako, born in 1883 in Hol-
land, died Dec. 3, 1976, in Upland, Ca. He 
was a member of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was held in the 
Stone Funeral Home with Rev. Robert 
Hempy and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder offi-
ciating. Entombment was in the Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
Wingert: Mrs. Pearl Y. Wingert, born 
May 24, 1897, died Oct. 31, 1976. She was 
the daughter of Alvin B. and Ida S. Myers 
Young. She is survived by a brother, 
Emory N. Young, and a number of nieces 
and nephews. She was a member of the 
New Guilford Brethren in Christ Church 
where the funeral service was conducted. 
Rev. Maurice Bender officiated. Inter-
ment was in the Montgomery Cemetery. 
Wissler: Mrs. Katie R. Wissler, age 82, 
died Nov. 22, 1976, in the Pleasant View 
Rest Home, Manheim, Pa. She was the 
daughter of Michael H. and Barbara 
Rohrbaugh Musser. She was married to 
Emmert W. Wissler who preceded her in 
death in 1970. She is survived by a son, 
Edward; two daughters: Anna M. Bruno 
and Barbara C.; four grandchildren; and 
five great-grandchildren. She was a mem-
ber of the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
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"Behold, I make all things new." 
Revelation 21:5 / j B t . 'Do all things without grumbling." Philippians 2:14 
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the new is now 
the new moment 
new days new year 
God's new for you 
. f' <T T I 
the new is here 
the new places 
new minds new thoughts 
God's new within 
new now and here 
waiting to break 
in great splendor 
to show you God 
you're born again 
that's great that's new 
that's Christ that's God 
that's love in you 
new forever 
Christ is always 
eternity 
is now within 




wesley c smeal 
* - ' — 1 » - - a > « » 7 . > r . j — * 
^ ^ f r i ' • Tiitr*"*' » "Therefore, if any man be in Christ, 
. - j f c he is a new creation." 
Praise/Complaining 
Another year has gone, 
The New Year now is here; 
What has been done can't be recalled; 
Let's fill this year with cheer. 
If grumblers we have been 
Let's turn a bright new page, 
Determined to be resolute 
To fill this year with praise. 
Complaining does not help 
It only brings distress; 
Let's cast complaining all away 
And bring in blessedness. 
Let's ask the Lord for grace 
To live the cheerful way; 
To smile and altruistic be 
Each moment of the day. 
The Lord will surely help 
All those who watch and pray, 
So let us put our trust in Him 
And serve Him every day. 
— J . A. Climenhaga 
January 2,1967 
s 
II Corinthians 5:17 
"Finally, my brethren, re jo 
the Lord." 
m 
ppians 3:1 
